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5 10 THE REVEREND. AND WORSHIPFUL GEORGE 


- SANDBY, DOCTOR IN DIVINITY, CHANCELLOR 

OF THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH; AND TO THE 
CLERGY OF THE DEANRY OF SUDBURY, IN THE 
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 


MY REVEREND BRETHREN, 


HEN we cenſure the times, the duty 
of our office may call upon us to de- 


| liver ourſelves | in terms more explicit and 
= unqualified than all hearers will approve : 
I therefore found my mind much relieved by 


the deſire ſo generally expreſſed, that what | 


I had preached ſhould be preſented to the 


public ; and I have more pleaſure in afcribing 
your kind approbation to the great cauſe of 
Chriſtian Truth which I defended, than in 


taking any ſhare of it to myſelf ; eſpecially 


as I am ſenſible how much I was indebted to 


the advice and aſſiſtance of your excellent 


Dioceſan, in whoſe converſation I had hap- 
pily found that light and information of late, 


which I had ſo often found before, on many 


critical occaſions of my life. Let me there- 
fore intreat, that if you read any thing in the 
OW Diſcourſe which * you n 


DEDICATION. 


you will think of Him ; and if you ſhould meet 
with any thing leſs worthy of your appro- 
bation, you will have the goodneſs to exer- 

ciſe all that candour which you have Oy | 
ſhewn to myſelf, who am, 


With all duty and reſpect, 
Your much obliged humble ſervant, 
And affectionate Brother in Chriſt, 


Vyyland, Aug. 1, 1 is 1. WILLIAM J ONES. 
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The D. ifficultic s and the Reſources of the Chriſtian 
Miſtry in the preſent Times. 


MATTH. CHAP. XXVIII. VER. 18, 19, 20. 


And Jeſus came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, 


« All power is given unto me in Heaven and 
* in Earth: Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptiſing them in the name of the 
* Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
« Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all things 
* whatſoever I have commanded you An 
«lo! I am with you always, even unto the 


& end of the World,” 
LT: deſign of ſuch public aſſemblies as 


the preſent, is to recall to our minds 
the nature of the commiſſion we have re- 
ceived ; the difficulties which muſt occur to 
us in executing it; the aſſiſtances afforded 
to us; and the rewards offered for our en- 


couragement. So great and important are 


_ theſe. 


TS 2 . 
theſe things, that when they are treated of 
before a learned audience, he who is called 
into the pulpit will naturally wiſh, that ſome 
other were the ſpeaker, and himſelf a hearer. 

But when it is conſidered, that inſtead of 

aſſuming an office, he is only ſubmitting to 

a duty, and teaching himſelf while he ſeems 

to be teaching others, his reyerend brethren 
will certainly favour him with a candid hear- 

ing and a kind acceptance. Under this en- 
couragement, he will venture to propoſe | 
ſuch obſervations as are ſuggeſted, on each 
of the topics before mentioned, by the words 
of the text; and firſt on the power from 
whence our commiſſion 1s derived. : 

I. Our bleſſed Lord had appeared in the 

character of a prophet ; and prejudice itſelf 

had acknowledged him as ſuch: We know 

« that thou art a teacher come from Gd, 

« for no man can do the miracles which thou 

« doſt, except God be with him.” After 

ſuch a confeſſion from ſuch a perſon, the 

world ought never more to have been troubled 1 

with doubts concerning the miracles of Jeſus. 

The prophetical office having been ſuſtained 

for the time appointed, that of Prieſt ſuc- 

ceeded. The great ſacrifice foretold and 
foreſhewn 


. CA | 
foreſhewn from the beginning, was offered 
for the ſins of the world: it was offered, and it 
vas accepted. This was made to appear by the 
reſurrection of him who oitered it, and who 

<now entered upon his kingdom. All power 
« was given unto him in heaven and in earth.” 
In virtue of that power, . he commiſſioned 
his Apoliles to be the miniſters of his king- 
dom: Go ye therefore, and teach,” or ini- 
tiate, make diſciples of, © all nations; they 
are given to me for an inheritance ; do you 
take poſſeſſion of them in my name; convert 
and inſtruct, and guide them in the way of 
righteouſneſs; the way that leadeth unto life 


8 eternal. 


Such was the commiſſion delivered to the 
Apoſtles ; but, ſurely, not to them alone : 
for „Lo!“ ſaith Chriſt, « I am with you 
« always, even unto the end of the world; 
that is, plainly, with you, and thoſe who by 

due appointment ſhall ſucceed you, to the 
end of time ; fince, without ſuch a ſucceſſion, 
the work of the Apoſtles muſt have died with 
them, and the knowledge of the Goſpel, in a 
few generations, muſt have become extin&. 
We are not impowered to work miracles. 
| They were neceſſary in laying the founda- 

tions ; but the ſuperſtructure may be raiſed 
1 B 2 woeitbout 
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menical ; but limited by the conſtitufons of 


the Church in which we miniſter. © Take 
thou authority to preach the Goſpel in the 


* place to which thou ſhalt be lawfully ap- 


pointed by the Biſhop,” ſays the Office of 
Ordination. In other reſpects our commiſ— 
ſion is ſimilar to that of the Apoſiles: we 


are to initiate by baptiſm, in the name of the 
Holy Trinity, and to © teach all things hat- 
* ſoever Chriſt hath commanded.” We are 
to win mankind to truth and holineſs by doc- 
trine and by example. | 

II. Our commiſlion being ſimilar to that 
of the Apoſtles, it is but natural to expect, 
in the firſt place, that ſimilar difficulties ſhould 
occur in the execution of it. Human nature 
is the fame in every age: It is actuated by 
the ſame paſſions and prejudices, which wil 


generally produce effects ſubſtantially the 


fame, though ſomewhat diverſified by the 


temper of the times, the ſtate of religion, phi- 
lolophy, and manners, which happen to take 


place and prevail. He who goes forth with 


the ſpirit of an Apoſtle, to do the work of an 5 


Apoſtle, in the preſent age, will till meet with 
opꝑoſition from Phariſees and Saddugees, Stoics 
e and 


« 


without them. Nor is our commiſſion c 
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and Epicureans. So long as we preach the 


1 5 Goſpel in the world, we {hall find the men of 


the world, the ambitious and the avaricious, the 
ſenſual and the diſſipated, the falſely learned 


and the falſely taught, in arms againſt us. 


In the early days of our-religion, when it 
was under perſecution from the reigning pow- 


ers, and men by embracing it entitled them- 
ſelves only to confiſcation and 1mpriſonment, 


to tortures and death ; Chriſtians in word were 


| Chriſtians in deed. They had no temptation 
to be otherwiſe. But when authority and 
faſhion were put on the ſide of Chriſtianity, 
the caſe was altered. At firſt the Church 
came into the world; afterwards the world 
came into the Church. Religion began then 
to be uſed rather as a cloak to cover, than as 
a medicine to cure the leproſy of the mind. 
- Men were changed outwardly, but often con- 


tinued the ſame within ; and thus it hath been 
ever ſince. The Chriſtian - Church, like the 


| Jewiſh, has abounded in Phariſees ; and we 


know that none were more virulent oppoſers 


or Jeſus Chriſt and his doctrine. The reaſon 
is plain. They were hypocrites ; and he diſ- 
covered that they were ſo: and hypocriſy, 


when detected, inſtantly turns into malice. 
| BS His 


E 1 


His Miniſters, who preach the Goſpel in its 


truth and purity, and apply it earneſtly to 
the hearts and conſciences of their hearers, 
will find more bitter than death the enmity 
of thoſe, who, though adopting, and even 
zealous for ſome form of doctrine, are yet 
ſtrangers to the truth and power of Chriſti- 
anity. And theſe muſt always conſtitute a 
large party, ſo long as it ſhall be more ad- 


vantageous and faſhionable to profe/s Chriſ- 
tianity than to deny it, and eaſier to jo 


Chriſtians than to be ſo. 8 
If the Goſpel ſtill ſuffers from the leaven of 
the Phariſees, it ſuffers no leſs from the errors 
of the Sadducees, who ſay there is neither 
angel nor ſpirit. We have ſeen this error 
revived in its full extent, and maintained /e- 
riouſly as the doctrine of the Scriptures. And 


while ſome labour to prove there is no ſpirit, - 


material world. Thus, between them, the 


world is left without matter or ſpirit ; all is 
reduced to phantaſm and idea. In the mean 
time, an ingenious writer, of great learning, 


endeavours to convince us, that according to 


the true ſyſtem of ancient metaphyſics, all the 


- motions of material ſubſtances are carried on 
he 
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1 
by the agency of different ſpirits. Such no- 


= tions as theſe, ſo wild and ſo oppoſite, tend 


much to diſturb and confound the underſtan- 
dings of men. And they ſhew us the neceſ- 
fity of diſtinguiſhing rightly between the in 
viſible Creator, and the viſible works of his 
hands; that is, between the world of ſpirit 
and the world of matter. The images and 
objects of the natural world are (as I have 
endeavoured to ſhew more at large elſe- 
where *) continually applied in the Scripture, 
to deſcribe and illuſtrate inviſible things ; 
but then we are always reminded of the di/- 
tinction between them. Thus, God is Light ; 

but the light is not God. He is the true 
| Light; becauſe the natural light which we 
behold, when compared with him, is not the 
true, but only a figure or repreſentation of 
it to our ſenſes. The inviſible world is the 
truth, of which this 1s the ſhadow : there- 
fore that bread which feeds the ſpirit of man 
is called the true bread : that vine, in the 
which as branches we derive life and bear 
fruit, is the true vine: and the ſame rule 
: holds in all other like caſes: but the moment 


* See my Lectures on the figurative Language of the Scrip- 
ture. Printed for Meſſrs. Robinſon, Paternofter-Row. 


„ when 


2 8 5 
when ignorance or diſſaffection drops the 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, then the natural world 
becomes the principal, as it was with the 
Heathens of old, who, by loſing the diſtinc- 
tion J have been inſiſting upon, fell into ido- 
latry, and took the Creature for the Creator. 
And ever ſince that ſceptical unſpiritualizing 
humour of the Socinians has been ſo buſy _ 
with the Scripture, the ſame danger hath | 
fallen upon us, and I fear it is increaſing 
every day. There are not wanting ſome 
_ ftrong ſymptoms of the revival of Paganiſm. 
For we are likewiſe encountered now, as the 
Apoſtle formerly was, by “ certain Stoics and 
Epicureans,” who have adopted the refine- 
ments of ſome philoſophical believers, and 
of them conſtructed batteries againſt Reve- 
lation; indeed, againſt all that is called Re- 
ligion. The magazines of antient impiety 
have been ranſacked, and the materials ſup- 
plied by them worked up with theſe modern 
ſubtleties into a ſyſtem of univerſal ſcepti- 
ciſm. The ſtreams ' of uſeful information 
have been poiſoned, and hiſtory is become 
the grand vehicle of infidelity. If that of 
Great Britain be written, all religion is re- 
8 in it either as ſuperſtition or en- 
8 „ chuſiaſm. | 


„ 


1 thuſiaſm. If that of the Roman Empire, the 


ſarcaſms of Celſus and Porphyry are nero 


11 Hointed, and the apoſtate Julian is the hero 


of the tale. In compoſitions of a lighter 
| ſpecies, calculated to pervert the imagina- 
tions of the young and the gay, the Lucian 
of the Continent, through a long life, granted 
for other purpoſes, ſcoffed at every part of 
the diſpenſations of Grace and Providence, 
and took unwearied pains to diſſeminate ir- 
religion through all the civilized nations of 
the earth; and was little leſs than deified by 
his own nation for the miſchief he had done. 
Our own nation has drank deep of the 
deadly draught. Nothing was wanting but 
a ſyſtem of manners formed upon the ruin 
of all principle; calculated to teach a man 
the art of being falſe to his neighbour, as 


well as to his God. This was furniſhed, alas! 


by an Engliſhman ; Engliſh by birth, though 
(to uſe a ſtrange expreſſion of his own) 
„French by Regeneration.” The work i 1s 
but too well known; and it is needleſs to 
ſay more of it in this place, than that the 


Apoſtle and the Nobleman are diametrically 7 | 


oppoſite in the directions they have given us 
VOL the 7 Let there be love with- - 


90 out 


„ 


« out diſſimulation,” ſays the one? „Let 


e there be diſſimulation without love,” _ | 


the other. 


The ſad effects of ſuch publications? as * ; 


been alluded to, are forwarded and promo- 
ted by the unhappy diviſions and diſſentions 
among Chriſtians, concerning ſome leading 
points of faith, occaſioned by the growth of 


| Socinianiſm ; which (as a very judicious and 
ſenſible writer has obſerved) is « the art of 


making the Scriptures ſignify nothing,” 
and from which there is but a ſtep to Deiſm. 


We may add to theſe errors of the times, 


that reſtleſs deſire of innovation, and thoſe 
levelling principles, which have pervaded all 
ranks and degrees of men; forming a train, 
which perhaps only waits till ſome unforeſeen 
occurrence ſhall kindle it, to deſtroy at one 


tremendous exploſion, our Conſtitution in 
Church and State; as it hath happened in a 
neighbouring kingdom, whoſe example is 
recommended to our imitation, and may be 
inforced, if due care be not taken to prevent 


it. Sedition, which uſed formerly to hide its 
trains of miſchief in caverns under ground, 
no brandiſhes its torch in broad day-light : 
and the policy of wy Fg (too deep for me to 


underſtand) 
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underſtand) leaves it to itſelf, and waits to ſee 


what it will do; and when the ſtreets are in 
flames, tries to put out the fire as well as it 
can; and diſperſes a lawleſs multitude with 
blood and ſlaughter, which might have been 
reſtrained and ſaved by a _—_ execution of 
the laws. 

This is an alarmin g prof peck; under the 
dangers of which, nothing but the unmerited 
goodneſs of an over-ruling Providence can 
ſave us. The Miniſter of the Goſpel may 
well be i in fear for himſelf and his ſituation, 
when he finds himſelf ſurrounded by this hoſt 
of foes ; and will be ready to exclaim, with the 
ſervant of the Prophet, Alas! my Maſter! 
how ſhall we do?” It will be proper there- 
fore to ſhew, that we are by no means left 
deſtitute ; but that © they that be with us are 
“more than they that be with them.” 

III. This will be fully evinced by thoſe 
comfortable and animating words of the text, 
« Lo! I am with you always, even unto 


1 Mm the end of the world.” Our Lord is con- 


ſtantly with us, affording us his aſſiſtance, 

through the conſiderations ſuggeſted by his 

word, and the graces conferred by his ſpirit. 
| : ©: Dans 


„ 


Let us therefore ſtrengthen ourſelves, and 


encourage one another, by reflecting on the 


caſe of thoſe from whom we derive our com- 


miſſion. Had they deſponded at the ſight | 


of oppoſition, the world to this hour had 


continued to fit in darkneſs and the ſhadow 


of death ; 
have met together in this place. 


and this aſſembly would never 
Law and 


_ cuſtom, paſſion and prejudice, wit and wiſ- 
dom, the kings of the earth and the powers 


of darkneſs, were all in arms againſt them. 


But at the command of their heavenly leader, 
they readily and reſolutely prepared for the 


conflict. They fought, and they conquered ; 
ſo may we. © We have not yet reſiſted unto 
« blood.” Racks and tortures are not pre- 
_ pared for us. The State is fill Chriſtian, 
and affords us its protection. 
ſaries are at liberty to attack, we are at 


liberty to repel, (and what would the pri- 


mitive champions of the faith have deſired 
more?) If they avail themſelves of the ſtores 


of learning opened in theſe latter days, ſo 


may we. The Clergy have done ſo: They 
have never, at any period of. time, been a 


whit behind their opponents in erudition: 7 


They 


If our adver- 


3 


„ „ 
They have been the preſervers and propa- 


gators of learning as well as religion. 

And here I cannot help noting, by the 
way, that there is a palpable deception in 
that ſtrength which our adverſaries pretend 
to derive from new improvements in learn- 
ing: For, wat occaſion is there for any 
modern diſcoveries, in order to find out that 
wretched Divinity which Socinus invented 


* without then? What new ſcience is wanted 
to produce that infidelity, which Celſus poſ- 


4 ſeſſed with the old Ptolemaic ſyſtem of Aſtro- 
nomy, and a very imperfect knowledge of 
Natural Philoſophy? And let it alſo be re- 
membered, that one of the modern Fathers, 
indeed the grand patriarch of modern infi- 
delity, was but a very ſuperficial ſcholar in 
every ſcience to which he Pretended. 
F . If the enemies of our faith revive old ob- 
jections, its friends can have recourſe to the 
| anſwers formerly given; and anſwers have 
been given whenever objections have been 
ſtarted. The new Epicureans and Sceptics 
reproduce the arguments of the old. And 
ſo it muſt always be. Let not men imagine, 
that the attempt in which the learning and 
philoſophy of the Roman Empire failed, 
when 


— 


8 — — — —— — — 4 1 n " 
— — 5 « CREATOR — on — — 2 —— — pre = _ * 
— —— — — - n —— « —— — — — 
= % — — — 2 2 Jaw +, "I = 
— 2 - = — * * mm — — — : a - — 


22 —— —— SETS 2. 


2 


| 

8111 

{it 

it 

i 

15 lit 

81g 
2: . i 
3: 

* 

. 


NW 
when that empire was in its glory for arts 
as well as arms, will now ſucceed in the hands 
of thoſe who are only the retailers of that 4 
learning and that philoſophy. The Goſpel i 
was once proved, and that proof duly en- 

tered upon record : It was true ane, and it 
is true for ever. Y 
Men are ſometimes ſhocked and offended, i 
when they behold the decay of Chriſtianity, 
and the progreſs of infidelity in a nation. But 
why ? Has any thing happened which never 
happened before ? Certainly not. What 1s 3 
more common than the decline of nations in 5 
virtue, no leſs than in power? They began ; 
in poverty and honeſty : They grew wealthy 
and profligate, and came to nothing. They 
began with fervency and zeal in a good cauſe: 
A love of pleaſure entered; luxury and in- 
dolence prevailed; and were ſoon followed of 
by lukewarmneſs and incredulity. Various 
are the cauſes which produce theſe revolu- 
tions, as effectually in communities as in ſingle 
perſons. In what ſtate do we now behold Wl 
the Jews, Who for two thouſand years were 
the people of God? Where are the Churches 
of Epheſus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and Thya- 
tyra; of Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea ; 

N — | of 
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ſook them. 


that ſo it ſhould be. 


then an additional proof is furniſhed, that 


„ 1 
Antioch, Alexandria, and Conſtantinople ; 
of Carthage and Hippo, and the reſt in Africa; 


where ſhone ſome of the greateſt luminaries : = 
of the Church; and where aſſembled at once 


in council more than two hundred Biſhops ! ? 


They forſook God their Saviour, and he for- 
It is a conſideration that ſhould 


put us into fear for ourſelves ; but there is 


* thence not the ſmalleſt reaſon to diſtruſt the 


truth of Chriſtianity. For, what if ſome” 


What if many—what if moſt—what if 


all the world, eight perſons only excepted, 
were to diſbelieve ? Shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God of none effect? Shall the 


falſehood of men be carried by votes againſt 


the truth of God ? God forbid. Let God be 
true, though every man be a liar. He will 


| be juſtified in his laying, © and clear when he 


is judged. 
Nay, he is juſtified : He is clear, in this 


very thing. Are there corruptions ? Are 


there hereſies? Are there diſſentions and di- 


viſions? Is there a falling away? They were 


all foretold : The Spirit exprelsly ſpeaks, | 
If it were otherwiſe, - 
the Scriptures could not be true. Hereby 


our ; 


E 
our religion came from him, „who calleth 
things that be not as though they were.“ 
They that oppoſe the Goſpel confirm It. 
Out of the eater comes forth meat. | 
By the ſame Scriptures we are inftruted 
concerning the uſe that is to be made of ſuch 
events, and the end they are intended to an- 
ſwer, reſpecting ourſelves. They ſerve for 
the trial of our faith, for the exerciſe of our 
patience, for the proof of our integrity; that 
the ſervants of God may be called forth, to 
ſhew themſelves, and ſtand in the evil day. 
The glory of thoſe who ſtand is in propor- 
tion to the number of thoſe that fall. It bas 
happened, that a ſingle perſon has main- 
"tained the truth againſt an infatuated world, 
and reſtored it inviolate, when that world 
returned to its ſenſes. If it ſhould happen 
again in like manner, bleſſed and honourable 
will be the name of that man, on earth and 
in heaven. This is an encouragement to 
every individual to perſevere, even if the mat- 
ter reſted ſolely with bim. But groundleſs 
are all our apprehenſions of this nature. 
only am left,” exclaimed a Prophet in a 
fit of deſpair. But what ſaid God to him? 


6 There are ſeven chouſand in Iſrael Who 
ce have 5 


„ 

% have not bowed the knee to Baal“ Infi- 
delity is forward and confident, and noiſy, 
and boaſts of its numbers; while Faith ſits 
in quietneſs and retirement, and prays and 
mourns in ſecret; too often leaving a good 
_ cauſe to ſupport itſelf ; and giving us reaſon 
to complain, that ſhe hath left the earth, and 
is vaniſhed from among the children of men. 


S A little more vigilance and activity would 


hurt neither herſelf nor her cauſe, but do 
ſervice as well as credit to both. Let her 


=] awake, like Samſon, and ſhe will ſoon dil- 


cover her own ſtrength. _ | 
The graces conferred upon us by the Spi- 
rit, for our aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of our 
commiſſion, are of an active kind. The Spi- 
rit deſcended on the day of Pentecoſt as a 
ruſbing mighty wind. Air in motion, in ve- 


> hement motion, is equal to any effect. The 


enemies of Stephen, however bold and inſo- 
lent, were not able to reſiſt the Spirit with 
which he ſpake. Tongues of fire ſat on the 
heads of the Apoſtles : Their words were to 
penetrate, to enlighten, to warm, to inflame. 
The ſame Spirit which then © gave to them 
the gift of divers languages, gave them 
alſo at the ſame time < boldneſs with fervent 
1 Pp « zeal 
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« zeal conſtantly to preach FR Goſpel t to 
« all nations; whereby we have been brought 
cout of darkneſs and error, into the clear 
« light, and true knowledge of God, and of 
« his Son Jeſus Chriſt x. Do we eſteem this 
: change to have been a bleſſing ? We cannot 
then be unmoved at the proſpect of a depar- 
ture from that © clear light and true know- 
« ledge” to the “ darkneſs and error” of 

_ . Gentile Philoſophy. Some degree of the 
% boldneſs and fervent zeal” neceſſary to 

_ thoſe who were to preach and propagate the 
_ Goſpel at firſt, will be found neceſſary to thoſe 
who are now to preſerve and maintain it. 
Let us then make our prayer to Almighty 
God, that he would be pleaſed to vouchſafe 
us a portion of the Apoſtolical Spirit : That 
the mantle of Elijah may reſt on Eliſha : That 
in theſe days of rebuke and blaſphemy we 
may not be aſhamed of our Maſter or his 
Croſs ; that no weakneſs of ours may betray, 

| no words contradict or diſguiſe, no conduct 
diſgrace, that Truth which 1 1S committed to 

our truſt. . 

But we are now laſtly to carry our thoughts 
forward from the means of grace to the hope 


* Communion Office. 


of 


. „„ : 
of glory—of that glory which awaits the 

faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, to reward his fide- 
lity and crown his labours. When Elijah 
paſſed into the heavens, the Prophet who 
was left behind gazed after him, and wiſhed 
to follow : but the time was not yet ; he muſt 
ſtruggle a little longer with the world below, 
and accompliſh the whole taſk of his prophe- 
tical office: he muſt correct the bitter wa- 
ters; multiply the widow's oil in the day of 
her diſtreſs; raiſe the dead to life; heal the 
Gentile of his leproly ; be a witneſs to the 
falſehood and avarice of his own ſervant ; 


-] and ſuffer perſecution from the Kings of 


Iſrael and of Syria. 

When the Son of God aſcended up on high 
in the ſight of his diſciples, they were re- 
minded by celeſtial meſſengers, that the em- 
ployment deſtined for them was not contem- 
plation but action—as if it had been ſaid, 


5 « Stand not here to gaze, but go, as he hath 


„ commanded you, into all the world; and 
when you, and they who are to ſucceed 
„you in the Miniſtry, ſhall have finiſhed 
« your work, then this ſame Jeſus ſhall come 
5 With clouds, as ye have now ſeen him go 
C2 5 into 
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66 Into heaven, and ** reward ſhall be with N 
« him | 
Such then is as ſitidticn of the Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and ſuch are the terms under which 

he is to perform his duty. He is to do good 
to the ſouls and bodies of men ; and in doing 
that good, he is often to meet with as much 
oppoſition as if his whole deſign were to do 
miſchief. He will ſometimes be expected to 
give much, while he receives little; and that 


little perhaps grudged and long withholden. | 


| His lot in many reſpects is hard - but that of 
better men that of the Apoſtles—that of 
one who was more than man — was harder. 
But theſe things are to laſt only for the ne- 
ceſſary time. The hour is coming that ſhall 
ſtrip the tinſel ornaments from the idols of 
a corrupt and ill judging world: : and then 
ſhall the character of an honeſt, pious, lear- 
ned, and diligent Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
receive the honour due to it. That King, 
who is the fountain of all true and permanent 
| honour, ſhall ſay to ſuch an one before men 
and angels—< Thou haſt performed thy 
« work; it remains now that thou receive 
« thy reward—On earth thou haſt had thy 
M "117g of labour ; enter now into the j Joy 
" of 


: = # 
« of ay Lord—Thou haſt been my felow- 
_ « ſufferer for a time; reign with me from 
„ henceforth i in glory everlaſting.” 
To which may he vouchlafe to bring, in 
his good time, all thoſe who have and ſhall 
faithfully. execute. that work to which we 
have been called. | 
Therefore to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, the ever 
bleſſed Trinity 1 in Unity, be aſcribed all Ho- 
nour, Glory, Power, Might, Majeſty, and 
Dominion, both now and for evermore. 
Amen. e IO : 
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